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more sceptical of all these attempts at finding a single compre-
hensive explanation for all form of intellectual activity.1222

The massive edition of Newton's letters (n. 39) has not yet
been exploited, but work has been done on him nevertheless.
Bell has tried to explain the 'Newton chapter5 in the history of
natural science within the framework of history in general:
this sort of thing needs more room and more references.1223
In a strictly technical study, Herival investigates the prehistory
of the Principia, that is to say, the development of Newton's
ideas.1224 Cohen's treatise on the further development of
Newtonian science forms a real model of the kind of history
that should be written; he rests an imaginative general thesis
on the specific study of Benjamin Franklin's electrical experi-
ments.1225 A book about the influence of Newton's optics on
the poets of the eighteenth century stands out as something
of an oddity.1226 Several well known scientists discuss several
sides of that towering genius in the collection with which the
Royal Society celebrated his sooth birthday.1227

There is little to report on the eighteenth century. Hoskin
has published HerschePs most important astronomical treatise,
with a notable introduction.1228 Gibbs contributes a useful but
brief life of Priestley, the chemist and intellectual.1229 Le Fanu
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